
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Thursday: 7:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
15 minutes before weekday Mass 

or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

The story is told of a priest who was a brilliant scholar and an extraordinary lecturer. His one concern in life 
was the position he would hold at God’s eternal banquet. One night, in a dream, an angel revealed that he 
should expect to be seated next to the butcher from Regenberg. The priest was aghast. Surely a mistake, he 
thought. He decided to set out for Regenberg to see the man who would be his companion for eternity. As he 
traveled, he thought to himself that perhaps this butcher was really a man of great distinction who had fallen 
on hard times and was temporarily forced to cut meat for a living. With that thought, he tried to console him-
self. 

In Regenberg, the priest found the butcher working quietly at his trade. He asked him if he had been a butcher 
all his life. The butcher replied, “Yes, I have, my good man, but I’m a second-rate butcher. You see, I have not 
had much time to devote to my trade. I have two elderly parents and they are very helpless in the daily tasks of 
life. As a result, much of my time is consumed in their care. Every day I must bathe them, clothe them, and 
feed them. And there’s the cleaning and washing of clothes.” 

The priest, with tears in his eyes, knelt down, kissed the rough hands of the butcher, and thanked God for giv-
ing him a place in heaven next to a man of such great distinction. 

 — Rev. Richard Zajac 
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now  

In our Gospel today Jesus states, “Those who exalt themselves will be humbled 
and those who humble themselves will be exalted!” 

How can you humble yourself this week for the sake of another? 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Humility 
Today’s reading from Sirach celebrates what will become the theme of 
today’s Gospel: humility. Pride causes us to demand from others an 
exalted estimate of our status, but humility allows us to see things more 
clearly. It allows us a broader perspective. Humility promises us the 
favor of God and the love of those who know us. 

The second reading is a study in contrasts: the giving of the Law on 
Mount Sinai and the giving of salvation on Mount Zion. The Law’s 
appearance is greeted with solemnity, mystery, even fear. But Chris-
tians are not to be afraid. Coming to God’s mountain with Jesus, “the 
mediator of a new covenant,” is a happy, exuberant experience. 

The parable in today’s Gospel concerns the danger of pride and the ne-
cessity of humility. The banquet setting, often used by Jesus, is a sym-
bol of heaven’s abundance and of the fulfillment of God’s promise. 
The parable is not simply good advice on how to avoid embarrassment; 
it is about salvation. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 
 
 
 

Saturday, August 27 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Living & Deceased members of the St. Therese       
     Altar Society 
6:30 pm:  +Bernard Seidenberger by John & Jennifer               
     Seidenberger (In Spanish) 

Sunday, August 28 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Arnold Matthiesen  
     by Cody & Stephanie Wilson 
10:00 am: + Lester Jansa by Ernie & Debra Schwartz 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

Monday, August 29 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: Healing of Jimmy Strube by The Strube Family    

 

Tuesday, August  30 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                         
7:00 am: + Francis Herring by George & Doris Schwartz 
8:00 am + George Halfmann by Billy & Diane Eggemeyer 

Wednesday, August 31 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am  Healing of Schaefer Family  
  by Russell & Kim Halfmann 
7:00 pm + Alice Glass by Mitchell & Lynette Jansa                  
  (In Spanish) 

Thursday, Sep 1 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                
7:00 am: + Chico Denis by Annette Frerich 
8:00 am:+ Larry Hays by Sheryl Wilson 

Friday, Sep 2 First Friday  
(St. Lawrence)                                                                                                                             
7:00 am + Hubert Lange by Leon & JoAnn Halfmann 
7:30 am– 3:00 pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament         

(St. Thomas)                                                                                                                                  
8:30 am + Arnold Matthiesen by Wilbert & Joyce Braden 
 9:00 am-10:00 am - Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

 Saturday, Sep 3 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Barry Hirt by Lawrence & Helen Jost 
6:30 pm:  +Ryder Gass by Doug & Karen Schaefer (In Spanish) 

Sunday, Sep 4 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Doyle Allen by Karen Streicher 
10:00 am: + Rosalie Strum by Sammy & Charlotte Kellermeier 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

The readings today center on mindfulness, awareness 
of where we stand in God’s plan. The mountain of 
Sinai carries a message of the majesty and distance of 
God, while Jesus’ presence as host of the banquet 
speaks of intimacy and mystery. September’s shadow 
calls us all to mindfulness as we prepare to return to 
life outside of summer. The Christian life holds these 
two places of knowledge of God in careful balance. 
Even in the accounts of the Passion we see the table of 
the upper room in balance with the Mount of Olives. 

 Altar means “high place,” yet it is also a table. 
The former liturgy of the Latin Rite began with the 
priest bowing at the foot of the altar’s three steps, 
chanting Introibo ad altare Dei, or “I will go to the 
altar of God,” followed by the altar servers’ response, 
“The God who gives joy to my youth.” Many parish-
ioners can recall and recite this scene by heart. As 
with so many things in liturgy, there are layers of 
meaning in our worship. The altar table evokes mem-
ories of the high places once reserved for encounter 
with the holy, and the intimacy of the table where hos-
pitality draws us to share food and drink. 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

Por esta época recordamos la natividad de María, ma-
dre de Jesús. María es muy popular entre muchos pue-
blos y en especial en los pueblos latinos. Al principio 
del mes de septiembre dos naciones toman la fiesta de 
su nacimiento para recordarla bajo el titulo de la Vir-
gen de la Caridad del Cobre en Cuba y de Nuestra Se-
ñora de Coromoto en Venezuela. 

 La Virgen del Cobre fue descubierta en el siglo 
XVI por dos indígenas y un niño africano llamados 
los tres Juanes, cuando estos fueron al mar en busca 
de sal. Después de una fuerte tempestad ellos encon-
traron flotando sobre las olas una pequeña imagen de 
María con el Niño Dios en brazos. La imagen flotaba 
sobre una tabla que decía yo soy la Virgen de la Cari-
dad. Milagrosamente la imagen estaba seca. 

 También en el siglo XVI la Virgen se le apareció 
al cacique de los indígenas Coromoto en Venezuela. 
Estos resistían la evangelización y ella se apareció 
sobre las aguas invitándolos al bautizo cristiano. 

 Estas dos manifestaciones marianas llevan a Jesús 
en brazos recordándonos que María nada puede sin 
Cristo. 

       —Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Travis Gully  432-425-4905 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENSION FOR AUGUST 

Small Businesses 

We pray for small and medium sized businesses; in 
the midst of economic and social crisis, may they find 
ways to continue operating, and serving their commu-
nities. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


 22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

This Sunday's Gospel 
reading raises the 
question: What are my 
expectations (my mo-
tivations) when I do 
good? How other-
centered are they? 
How self-centered?  

If benefiting others is 
done for the sake of 
receiving some-thing 
in return, our motive 
is not Christ-like.  

Jesus explains this 
with the example of 
inviting to a banquet 
those who cannot re-
turn the favor. He's 
not saying that we 
have to do this to be 
holy. That interpreta-
tion would be too lit-
eral; it misses the 
point.  

The real message is 
that whatever we do, 
we should do it for the 
sake of love, rather 
than for repayment, 
i.e., for our own gain. 
We should do good to 

others for the sake of the benefit it will give to them. 
This seems like a no-brainer, but stop for a minute 
to think about how much you'd like to be thanked 
and appreciated. What else do you hope to get from 
the good you do?  

Even when someone sins against us and we pray for 
them to repent, our prayer should be offered out of 
concern for their souls. Sure, we also wish they 
would change so that our own lives will be easier, 
but that should not be our primary concern.  

As followers of 
Christ, if we receive 
any blessings in re-
turn for the good we 
do, that's our bonus, 
not our motive. We 
can rightly look for-
ward to such bonus-
es, but our joy does 
not depend on them.  

By becoming aware of our motives and expecta-
tions, we gain the freedom to choose to be more like 
Jesus. As he promised, "You will receive your re-
ward at the resurrection of the righteous." The ful-
fillment of this promise begins now, in the moment 
that we decide to be like the Resurrected One, our 
Lord Jesus.  

The reward he gives us here and now is the grace 
that enables us to do whatever he asks and to do it 
generously and cheerfully. We'll receive other bless-
ings besides, but that's not our main motive.  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. How upset do you get when others treat you un-
kindly after you've been nice to them? 

2. When the give-and-take in a relationship is une-
qual, do you withhold goodness from that person? 

3. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you no-tice your self-
ish motives this week. Take your anger to the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation and ask Jesus to empower 
you to care more about those people who have been 
upsetting you. 

4. Describe a situation when you gave more than 
you received. How did God bless you in that? How 
was your sacrifice an example of Christ?  

 

Sirach 3:17-18,20,28-29  
Ps 68:4-7, 10-11  

Heb 12:18-19,22-24a  
Luke 14:1,7-14  

Monday August 29  
Passion of John the Baptist  

1 Corinthians 2:1-5  
Ps 119:97-102  
Mark 6:17-29  

Tuesday August 30  
1 Corinthians 2:10b-16  

Ps 145:8-14  
Luke 4:31-37  

Wednesday August 31  
1 Corinthians 3:1-9  
Ps 33:12-15,20-21  

Luke 4:38-44  

Thursday September 1  
1 Corinthians 3:18-23  

Ps 24:1b-6  
Luke 5:1-11  

Friday September 2  
1 Corinthians 4:1-5  

Ps 37:3-6,27-28,39-40  
Luke 5:33-39  

Saturday September 3  
St. Gregory the Great  

1 Corinthians 4:6b-15  
Ps 145:17-21  

Luke 6:1-5  

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 



HUMILDAD 

La lectura de hoy del 
Eclesiástico ensalza lo 
que será el tema del 
Evangelio de hoy: la hu-
mildad. El orgullo hace 
que exijamos a los 
demás que exalten nues-
tro estatus, pero la hu-
mildad nos lleva a ver las 
cosas más claramente. 
Nos brinda una perspec-
tiva más amplia. La hu-

mildad nos garantiza el favor de Dios y el amor de las 
personas que nos conocen. La segunda lectura es un es-
tudio de contrastes: por un lado la entrega de las Tablas 
de la Ley en el Monte Sinaí, y por otro la entrega de la 
salvación en el monte Sión. La primera fue recibida con 
solemnidad, misterio, hasta con temor. Pero los cris-
tianos no deben temer. Subir al monte de Dios con Jesús, 
“el mediador de la nueva alianza” es una experiencia 
alegre y espléndida. La parábola en el Evangelio de hoy 
se refiere al peligro del orgullo y a la necesidad de la 
humildad. La imagen de la fiesta del banquete, con 
frecuencia usada por Jesús, es un símbolo de la abundan-
cia del cielo y del cumplimiento de las promesas de Di-
os. La parábola no es simplemente un buen consejo so-
bre cómo evitar pasar una vergüenza; se trata de la 
salvación. 

- Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

August 28 
St. Lawrence –Doyle & Jacque Schaefer 
St. Thomas –  Sheryl Wilson 

September 4 
St. Lawrence– Mitchell & Lynette Jansa 
St. Thomas– Erasmo Alvarado Family 

August Worklist   

Pete & Angie Dehlinger- CH                              

Wayne & Susan Hirt, Wayne & Audrey Davis, Dec. 

Floyd & Martha Schwartz, Derek Dieringer Patrick & 

Yenny Garcia, Adam & Tiffany Parker, Larry & 

Becky Batla, Colton & Tacoma Schwartz, Chris & 

Lana Hirt, Randy & Stephanie Braden, Greg 

Schraeder, Henry & Shelley Chudej, Jorge & Maria 

Salais. Bo & Amber Eggemeyer, Manuel & Laura 

Bustos 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays: Leroy Wilde, Josue Gutierrez,             
Jeanie Wilde, Becky Halfmann and Lawrence Jost  

Anniversaries: Sammy & Charlotte Kellermeier and 
Ramiro & Rosa Garza 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: Karen Streicher 

Anniversaries: Billy & Diane Eggemeyer 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, September 3                         
 Sacristan: Charles Braden  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, September 4     
 Sacristan: Robert Michalewicz   
 Readers: Volunteers                                           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers  

Diocesan Collection 

This weekend there will be a Diocesan Second Collec-
tion to benefit  the College and  University Campus 
Ministry. Contributions to this collection will help 
provide support for the Catholic faith life of the stu-
dents at the colleges and universities in the Diocese of 
San Angelo.  Please be generous! 

Festival News 

If you would like to make a cash donation for         
festival meat please do so to one of the following    
PC officers: 

Brandon Dieringer, Travis Gully, Shawn Hartle 
Wayne Davis, Russ Eggemeyer or Mitchell Jansa  

  
Altar Society officers are asking that all adult parish-
ioners submit their job request in the job box at the 
back of church. The box will remain there through the 
end of August. 

"This is my body given for you" Luke 22:19 

Catechetical Sunday is a 
wonderful opportunity to 
reflect on the role that each 
person plays, by virtue of 
Baptism, in handing on the 
faith and being a witness to 
the Gospel. This year, the 

Church will celebrate Catechetical Sunday on Sep-
tember 18, 2022 , and the theme is: “This is my body 
given for you” Those who the parish community has 
designated to serve as catechists will be called forth to 
be commissioned for their ministry.  



Pain is bad for me unless I see it 
in its meaning. I must keep my 
eyes focused on You. When I 
have moments of pleasant relax-
ation in the hospital, I do not 
think of God. Because I love 
Christ, I can endure pain.   

Some say suffering is a voca-
tion. It's not my vocation. My 
vocation is to be a priest and my 

disease interferes with it. If I try to tell others how 
futile I think pain is, I may be guilty of pride. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One thing only is necessary. "Our hearts are 
restless, O Lord, until they rest in Thee." St. Augus-
tine suffered spiritual torture before he discovered 
that fact. My torture is both physical and spiritual.  

When I became a priest, You put a stamp on 
me. I was ordained to sacrifice. Now I am the victim. 
Doesn't that bring me closer to You?  

When I became a priest, I was eager to die. 
The mission fields, China, India, Africa beckoned to 
me. But my beloved pastor ruled otherwise, and my 
bishop. They told me souls were dying to God all 
around me. People here were turning away from God, 
turning to His creatures.  

“Thy will be done." Often, I have wanted to 
know things that are not even in the mind of God. The 
mystery of sin. How can one will to do what is not 
God's will? How can one love nothing?  

Many men and women sin because they wish 
to escape the duty of suffering. A priest does not run 
away. He is ordained to relieve the sufferings of oth-
ers.  

I was hungry, did you give Me to eat? Thirsty, 
did you give Me to drink? Sick, did you visit Me?"  

Christ knew what it was to suffer and when I 
became a junior partner in the priesthood, I dedicated 
myself to relieve the sufferer.  

This I must confess with amazement. All these 

hours and days I have been stricken in the hospital, I 
have not felt lonely. I have never been tempted to cry 
out, "My God, why hast Thou abandoned me?"  

Please, Lord, from that pain of loss protect 
me. I do not fear death, but the loneliness of death I 
dread. Will I at that moment realize that death is the 
passageway to Life with Love? Will my love be 
stronger than death? Certainly, Yours will be.  

As soon as I realized my own sickness, I be-
gan to get strong. In my stricken heart I knew that my 
offering of pain would be accepted by You. Accepted 
not only for me, but for others.  

Yes, I am a priest and I who cannot consecrate 
bread and wine can still consecrate my suffering. 
How futile were many of my early days! But I am 
sure not one moment of my new life, the life of suf-
fering, is futile. I do not look upon myself, since I 
made the discovery of the riches in pain, a martyr but 
a witness of love.  

Perhaps to advertise my pain is wrong. Please 
forgive me. These words will never be revealed until I 
cannot be suspect of such pride. I should be sorry that 
my illness makes me a burden to others – but I am 
not. I leave that in the hands of God too. What, after 
all, is my pain compared to that of the Man on the 
Cross?  

“With desire I have desired to eat this Pasch with You 
before I suffer."  

These past few days Dr. McNamee has per-
mitted me not only to sit in a wheel chair but also ac-
tually to go visiting.  

And, wonder of wonders, for fifteen minutes I 
was a pastor again, with the cura animarum, and, I 
hope, I speeded one soul toward God.  

Father Ralph, the hospital chaplain, a dedicat-
ed and selfless man, told me he was leaving to pay his 
weekly visit to his confessor. Early in his youth he 
started to go to confession to a Franciscan father and, 
while his confessors change at the will of superiors, 
he has not changed his habit. He belongs to the Third 
Order of St. Francis.  

About 4: 30 p.m., the Mother Superior met me 
in the hallway as I was being wheeled to a sun porch.  

"We've just got a bad accident case, Father," 
she said, “and I'm afraid the victim may die before the 
chaplain returns."  

  … To be continued next week 

The Priestly Heart 
The last Chapter in the Life of an Old-Young Priest 

By The Right Reverend Maurice S. Sheehy 



RCIA - The Journey of Faith begins with your questions. 
What is faith? How does faith grow?  

What do Catholics believe and why is it different from other faith traditions? 

How different is it really? 

Classes for the Christian Initiation of Adults are available for anyone who wants to 
learn more about the Catholic faith. The process begins with an “Inquiry” period, when 
questions lead to exploration. Drop in – no obligation, no commitment, no pressure – at 
our Q&A sessions. 

The second phase is the “Catechumenate” period for those who are interested in be-
coming fully Catholic. Classes end in the "Mystagogy" period, with a focus on how 
to identify God’s special calling and purpose for your life. 

When: Wednesdays from 5:45pm - 7:15pm, starting on 07 September, 2022 . 
Where: St. Lawrence Catholic Church 

If you’d like to take this journey of faith, call the RCIA Director: Karla Hoelscher, Ph.: 432-268-3891 

Already Catholic? 

If you love your faith and would like to help mentor someone on their journey, 
please sign up to become a sponsor or join the RCIA Team. 

Every student must do a registration for this year’s 
RE Classes even if you are a returning student. Regis-
tration forms are available in the foyer of the church. 

New Religious Education Curriculum 

• Provides a basic foundation of faith and love of Je-
sus Christ, through which students respond to God’s 
call in prayer, mercy and justice. 

• Rich in content providing depth of understanding 
that resonates with students. 

• Has a purposeful pedagogy, giving students a pur-
pose to learn. 

• Each year has a systematic approach covering foun-
dational truths of the Faith as presented in the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church. 

• Fosters spiritual, moral and intellectual conversion 
and leads students to become disciples of Christ 

• Engages students, teachers, and parents through sa-
cred art, Catholic devotionals, lives of the saints, and 
effective discussion on life application, thus equip-
ping young people to overcome contemporary chal-
lenges. 

• Evangelizes families and entire parishes and nur-
tures the theological virtues of Faith, Hope and Chari-
ty. 

Religious Education Classes for St. Lawrence 
will begin on 31 August, 2022. All parents and stu-
dents will meet in church to go over new rules and 
expectations at 5:45pm. Then students will go to 
their classes and parents will stay for the manda-
tory call to protect parent meeting. There are 
many changes this year so it’s important that the 
parents attend to be able to successful help your stu-
dents. Also please make sure the RE office has your 
new registration forms so we make sure we have the 
most current information.   




